
Jurors for the 2016 Open Studios Art Tour 
 
Lisa Bayne Astor 
CEO, Artful Home, LLC 
 
Artful Home is the leading online and catalog retailer of work my more than 1200 North American 
artists, fine craftspersons, and designers. 
 
Lisa Bayne is the CEO of Artful Home and drives the vision, strategy, merchandising, and marketing of 
Artful Home. Bayne's life and career have always been a mix of art and commerce. With a love for all 
things textile, she started her career as a fashion designer. After holding senior executive positions in 
marketing, merchandising, and design at J. Jill, Gymboree, Smith & Hawken, and Eddie Bauer, she 
decided to marry her lifelong passion for art with her professional marketing and merchandising skills. In 
2007, she joined the board of directors of Artful Home and was named CEO in 2008. In addition to her 
work, she is a serial knitter, a serious foodie, and an incurable collector. 
 
Ryan Carrington 
Santa Clara University  
 
Ryan Carrington currently works as a lecturer at Santa Clara University teaching sculpture and three-
dimensional design.  He received his MFA in spatial art from San Jose State University, and earned his 
BFA in woodworking and ceramics at the University of Wisconsin-Madison.  Ryan also spent 18 months 
as an artist-in-residence at the Anderson Ranch Arts Center in Snowmass Village, Colorado, which he 
heralds as an equally influential experience.   
 
Growing up in a hard-working mid-western family, working for his brother’s landscaping company, and 
working as both a construction worker and maintenance man, inspired Ryan to reflect upon the shift in 
public perspective in classifying blue and white-collar workers in the United States.  His work deals with 
a wide range of issues that connect labor, class, work ethic, and economics with his personal history and 
family.  Using cast objects, construction materials, and tools that combine craftsmanship with symbolic 
irony, he is able to communicate his thoughts, ideas, and memories regarding themes of labor. 
 
Lisa Coscino 
Executive Director, New Museum Los Gatos 
 
Lisa Coscino is the Executive Director of the New Museum Los Gatos. Her career in the art and non-
profit world began in LA with an internship at MOCA in 1985 and took her to the ICA in Boston before 
opening an eponymous contemporary art gallery on the Monterey Peninsula. Lisa is responsible for the 
expansion and rebranding of the New Museum Los Gatos which tells locally connected and globally 
relevant stories about the art, history and innovation of Silicon Valley and the Bay Area. She is the proud 
mother of two humans who are good people making their way independently in the world, filling it with 
love, respect and art. 
 
Bonnie Earls-Solari 
Independent Curator & Art Advisory Services 
 
Bonnie provides her services to corporations, museums, foundations and individuals for acquisition, 
appraisal, de-accession, collection management, exhibition development, research and evaluation.  
From 1979-2001 Bonnie was the director for the BankAmerica Corporation Art Program.  Bonnie 
received her Bachelor of Arts from the University of California, Berkeley, in History of Art (emphasis in 
Modern Art) and Architectural History. 

 



 
Farrol Mertes 
Independent Artist Consultant; owner Farran Gallery (closed) on the Big Sur Coast 
 
Farrol is an Independent Artist Consultant/Curator, working for over 10 years, from the west coast to 
the east coast with artists and their estates.  She has been the Company Photographer for the Chekhov 
at Lake Lucille Project since 2008. As an artist, she is both a photographer and an abstract painter. She 
attended Fashion Institute of Technology in NYC and studied at Brooks Institute in Santa Barbara. She 
was the Director of the Farran Gallery at San Carpophoro a popular destination on the Big Sur coast. 
Farrol exhibited her photography and large abstract door paintings, while exclusively representing over 
a dozen emerging artists, and outsider artists from the central coast of California. The gallery offered 
both, an intimate and unique environment for exhibiting arts & crafts, and a truly one-of-a-kind 
experience for patrons.  She was an Assistant at Kellas Gallery; Assistant to Fred Sandback at Dia Art 
Foundation; Director of Marketing for Publications the San Francisco Craft & Folk Art Museum at Fort 
Mason; Content Curator & Director of Artist Relations with Tumblecloud. Farrol is currently developing 
an iOS/Android app for artists. 
 
Melissa Pickford 
Gallery Director/Curator, Monterey Peninsula College Art Gallery 
 
Ms. Pickford has a B.A. in Art History from Boston University and two California Teaching Credentials 
from UC Santa Cruz: one in Multiple Subjects and one in Art. For 20 years she directed children’s art 
programs in museums and schools, as well as teacher training programs in art.  
 
For the past thirteen years she has been the Director/Curator of the Monterey Peninsula College Art 
Gallery. In addition to managing her father’s vast painting collection, she is a student of painting and has 
begun to exhibit and sell works of her own. 
 
Ann Pifer     
Owner, Grand Hand Gallery 
 
Ann Ruhr Pifer is the owner of The Grand Hand Gallery in St. Paul, MN.  The gallery focuses on fine 
American craft in mediums including clay, metal, wood, fiber (including wearable art), glass and jewelry.  
The gallery has been named a “Top Retailer” of American craft by NICHE magazine, and has been 
featured in American Craft, NICHE, Minnesota Monthly, and Midwest Home. 
 
Ann has served as a juror for the Milwaukee Lakefront Art Festival, and has worked as an independent 
consultant in development and event planning for Craft in America and the American Craft Council. 
 


