
        

 

MARIPOSA’S ART SHOWCASE CELEBRATES STUDENTS MAY 19 
 

Families and friends are invited to celebrate the 2,700 youth who participated 
in Mariposa’s Art’s innovative after-school arts program this school year 

 
WATSONVILLE, CA — May 1, 2018 —Arts Council Santa Cruz County will host a 
celebration of Mariposa’s Art students at Salud Para La Gente in Downtown 
Watsonville May 19 from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. 
  
Mariposa’s Art is a unique arts education program that provides high school 
students with their first job, one-on-one mentorship in teaching, and in-depth 
experience with arts education. Working with their mentoring teaching artists, high 
school students co-teach guitar, drum, theater, dance and visual art classes to 
thousands of elementary and middle school students. 
 
Research has shown that student involvement in the arts is linked to higher 
academic performance, increased standardized test scores, and even lower 
dropout rates. Arts education fosters critical thinking, problem-solving, 
collaboration and innovation, and is required by the state as part of K-12 education. 
Due to funding disparities, however, many schools in our county do not meet these 
requirements. 
  
“Mariposa’s Art’s model where high school students serve as mentors works so well, 
we are so fortunate to have this opportunity for our students.” said Susan Graulty, 
Visual and Performing Arts Coordinator for Pajaro Valley Unified School District. 
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Parents, teachers, siblings, arts education advocates, and everyone passionate 
about integrating arts education into schools are invited and encouraged to attend 
 
"Every day in this program, I see youth transform into leaders as they co-teach with 
professional artists - and I see the wonder in the eyes of the younger kids who are 
learning. It's a powerful experience for everyone." said Sarah Brothers, Arts 
Education Director. 
 
The Showcase is free and open to the public. The event celebrates the work of the 
more than 2,700 students who participated in Mariposa’s Art after-school programs 
this year. Student performances, a youth art show, awards, artmaking activities for 
all ages, and food will be provided. Parents, teachers, siblings, arts education 
advocates, and everyone passionate about the arts in schools are invited and 
encouraged to attend. 
  
About Arts Council Santa Cruz County 
The Arts Council generates creativity, vibrancy, and connection in Santa Cruz 
County. For 39 years, we have been the bedrock of our creative community, 
supporting individual and collective artistic expression and building bridges and 
bonds between people throughout our county. 
  
We know that art changes lives. In Santa Cruz the arts are also an economic driver 
($32 million of economic activity annually), contribute to civic pride, and are one of 
the most powerful vehicles for bringing people together, creating community 
dialogues, and strengthening relationships. 
  
Through grants to artists and arts organizations, arts education programs that 
serve more than 17,000 kids across Santa Cruz County, and community initiatives 
such as Open Studios and Ebb & Flow, we help Santa Cruz County flourish. 
  



        
Portraits and testimonials from a handful of participating high school students are 
attached below. Additional hi-res classroom photos are available upon request. 
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